
Welcome to the Alumni Bulletin, a catch up on alumni
news, opportunities and events

ALUMNI IN FOCUS
Our Alumni are truly inspiring - �nding their purpose, realising their full potential and
living life to the fullest. From ambitions to be the �rst woman in space; to �ghting
crime with chemistry; to making tartan cool again; there’s no limit to what our Alumni
are achieving. Each issue we will bring one of their inspirational stories direct to your
inbox. Can’t wait that long? No problem, you can read some of their achievements
here.

Andrew Davidson tells us about his latest product launch

Andrew Davidson is a young product innovator who last year launched M:X, a
performance enhancing sports nutrition drink. After graduating from RGU’s BDes
Product Design course in 2015, he founded his outdoor product design company and
won the Sports Innovation Challenge for his innovative product M:X.
 
We �rst spoke to Andrew back in 2019 about his product development journey with
M:X. A year later, we caught up with him to �nd out what he’s been doing since then,
including his plans to launch his latest product, the Dual Hydration System.

Read the full article

PROFESSIONAL MENTORING

New mentoring programme launching this month

Support our current  postgraduate students by becoming a career mentor through
the  RGU Professional Mentoring programme. This  6 month  programme  starts in
January and  o�ers support to our postgraduate students,  who study full-time, part-
time or via online learning.  By becoming a mentor you will have the opportunity to
join a mentor network available through Linked In. We also o�er training through our
alumni platform eHub, as well as  hints and tips on how to become an inspiring
mentor and information about the bene�ts to you of o�ering your services as a
mentor.
 
Find out more at one of our information sessions in October by registering below.

Register now

DEVELOPMENT

Due to much uncertainty in the job market, and increased competition for new
positions, there has never been a better time to develop your professional skills and
think about the future. eHub, our dedicated platform for alumni, has a range of tools
and resources to help support your career development. Whatever stage you are at
and whatever your profession, our employability hub can support you in the next step
of your journey.

Does your CV stand out from the crowd?

How do you ensure your CV gets noticed? While CV 360 can’t paste your CV onto the
back of a tiny cereal packet, to help you stand out from the crowd, it is a clever tool
which optimises your CV for both human and machine selection by scoring your CV
against a set of criteria and �agging up the areas that require adjustment. It’s
completely free and very straightforward to use. Have a look at our short tutorial then
visit the CV area of eHub to get started.

Visit eHub

Finding your perfect job

Did you know you can search for vacancies on our employability hub? The job search
engine searches part time jobs, internships, graduate positions and employer events
from across the UK. Begin your search now.

Search vacancies

Returning to work after furlough

Are you about to return to work after having been furloughed? Transitioning back into
what may now be an unfamiliar workplace can feel daunting. eHub o�ers a ‘returning
to work after furlough’ course to help prepare for your return and o�er advice on
what you can do in the initial stages of your return to feel as happy, productive and
supported as possible.

Register now

The latest in our upskilling short course offerings

There are still places available on our next upskilling online short course – Resilience
and Change Management. Resilience is now considered an important factor in the
contemporary workplace. In the increasingly and endlessly turbulent context of the
modern world of work, the resilience of both individuals and organisations becomes
vital in order to survive and thrive.
 
This course is designed to provide students with the ability to analyse the concept of
organisational resilience and evaluate how resilience can be built within a
contemporary organisation. Register before 27 Oct for course commencement on 2
Nov.

Find out more

EVENT

In Conversation With: Paul Arnell and Uche Iloka

Dr Arnell will discuss the national and international attempts to tackle cybercrime and
provide an update on the ongoing extradition case of Julian Assange. The webinar
takes place on Wed 7 Oct, 5pm.

Register now

UNIVERSITY NEWS

Welcome to Professor Steve Olivier

RGU welcomed its new Principal and Vice Chancellor, Professor Steve Olivier, to the
university at the start of September. Professor Olivier brings with him a wealth of
experience in the higher education sector and has held a number of senior roles in
UK and South African universities. He joins RGU from the University of the West of
Scotland (UWS) where he had been Deputy Principal since 2018. We are sure you will
join us in wishing him the warmest welcome to Aberdeen and RGU.

Read more

RGU climbs the Guardian University Guide

RGU is celebrating its performance in the 2021 Guardian University Guide, where it
has signi�cantly climbed the UK rankings and achieved strong positions in student
satisfaction and teaching quality.
Overall the university has moved up 33 places, rising to 43rd in the UK, while
retaining its place as the top modern university in Scotland.

Read more

Prinicipal John Harper retires

On the 28th of August we said goodbye to Principal and Vice Chancellor John Harper,
who retires after 47 years of service to the University. John entered higher education
as a lecturer in Chemistry at the former Robert Gordon Institute of Technology and
subsequently progressed in his career through a number of roles from senior-
lecturer, to head of school, to Vice Principal, then Deputy Principal, and took up the
role of Principal in 2018.
 

Read more

Architecture students design affordable housing for Grampian residents

Students from RGU’s Scott Sutherland School of Architecture and Built Environment
have designed a series of small, a�ordable houses as part of a project with Grampian
Housing Association.
 
Dr Amar Bennadji, lecturer in Architecture at RGU, commented: “A tiny house
movement is spreading worldwide to achieve a decent living space without the
�nancial burden, and we felt this was an ideal opportunity for our students to work on
a live project which could have positive implications for the local community."

Read more

A university’s approach to supporting business recovery

Donella Beaton, Associate Vice Principal of Business and Economic Development at
RGU, writes about the university’s vital role and approach to supporting business
recovery using di�erent government-funded initiatives.
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has brought wide-spread implications for our economy,
disrupting supply chains, challenging our business models and threatening the very
existence of businesses in some areas.

Read more

RGU and NHS continuing work with Scotland’s farming community

A research project at RGU which explores the mental wellbeing of Scotland’s farmers
is moving forward to develop and test a suitable intervention, hand-in-hand with
farmers, to support their mental health now and in the future.
 
A team of researchers from RGU’s School of Health Sciences and NHS Grampian Public
Health, NFU Scotland and a local farmer, have been working with the farming
community to explore their experiences of mental wellbeing and to co-design an
intervention aimed at enhancing the wellbeing of the farming population.

Read more

RGU launches online support for businesses

RGU is launching two new online initiatives, ‘RGU Knowledge Bites for Business’ and a
suite of upskilling online short courses, to support businesses as they deal with the
economic challenges of Covid-19.
 
Donella Beaton, Associate Vice Principal, Business and Economic Development at RGU,
said: “Supporting the economy and helping businesses to be more successful has
been one of RGU’s strategic aims for a number of years, formalising the university’s
long-standing track record of partnership with industry and supporting the economy.”

Read more

Confidence in community pharmacy experience

A collaborative research project exploring the value of community pharmacies in
Scotland suggests that 90% of people are so con�dent in their local pharmacists’
abilities that they want GPs to work more closely with them to ensure the best
possible care.
 
Co-produced at Robert Gordon University (RGU), the study shows that around 2,100
people in Scotland are provided with advice-only from community pharmacies every
hour, equating to more than 84,000 consultations within Scotland’s pharmacy network
per week. 

Read more

KEEP IN TOUCH

If you have a story to share and would like to be featured on our website or in the
Alumni bulletin, please send a message to service@alumni.rgu.ac.uk
 
To help us keep you informed about all the latest news from the University as well as
ways to continue your involvement, please remember to let us know when you move
home, change jobs or change your email address by emailing
service@alumni.rgu.ac.uk.
 
You can easily update your details online. You can also �nd out about the range of
bene�ts and services that are available to you on our website.
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