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The Pre-Sessional Programme is for students 

who hold an offer to study at Robert Gordon 

University but have not yet reached the 

required level in English. The course is 

designed to help students to improve their 

language competency and gain an insight into 

studying at a UK University before beginning 

their degree programme. The course is 

also designed for students who have an 

unconditional offer, but would like to improve 

their language competency and gain an 

insight into studying at a UK university before 

beginning their degree programme. 

About The Programme

Students receive up to 24 hours per week 

of academic English language tuition and 

regular opportunities for guided self-study, 

delivered at Robert Gordon University’s 

Campus. They also have student status at the 

University during the programme.

Respondents from the 2019 PSP evaluation 

found the teaching staff welcoming, 

supportive and would recommend the 

programme to a friend.

It is very helpful 
to me, especially 
good teachers have 
benefitted me a lot.

For me it was 
perfect course.

What our students had to say:

Although this course 
is intensive, it will 
help students a lot in 
Master Degree.



The Pre-Sessional Programme is only 

available to full-time international students 

whose first language is not English and 

who have an offer for a degree course at 

Robert Gordon University. 

You will require a result from an 

approved Secure English Language 

Tests (SELTS) - such as IELTS Academic. 

This result must be obtained from a 

registered IELTS test centre.

This result will be accepted as evidence 

of English level. If you require a Tier 4 VISA 

to study in the UK please ensure you have 

the approved SELT. Please consult this 

website for information regarding IELTS 

test centres in your country:

http://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/ielts-

ukvi/book-ielts-ukvi

*we also accept TOEFL iBT and Pearson PTE

Once confirmed students are encouraged 

to arrive on the Saturday prior to the 

Programme start date in order to attend 

classes on the Monday morning. 

Eligibility
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English Level 
Required PSP Start Date PSP End Date Duration Tuition 

Fee
Application 

Deadline

IELTS Overall 
Entry Score - 

required

IELTS minimum 
element 

Entry Score - 
required

For all students 
requiring a 7.0 overall 
with a minimum 
of 6.5 in each 
component

Monday 15th June Friday 21st August 10 weeks £3024 Friday 15th May 6.0 5.5

Monday 20th July Friday 21st August 5 weeks £1512 Saturday 20th June 6.5 6.0

For all students 
requiring a 6.5 overall 
with a minimum 
of 6.5 in each 
component

Monday 15th June Friday 21st  August 10 weeks £3024 Friday 15th May 5.5 5.5

Monday 20th  July Friday 21st  August 5 weeks £1512 Saturday 20th June 6.0 6.0

For all students 
requiring a 6.5 overall 
with a minimum of 5.5 
in each component*

Monday 15th June Friday 21st  August 10 weeks £3024 Friday 15th May 5.5 5.0

Monday 20th  July Friday 21st August 5 weeks £1512 Saturday 20th June 6.0 5.0

For all students 
requiring a 6.0 overall 
with a minimum of 5.5 
in each component

Monday 15th June Friday 21st August 10 weeks £3024 Friday 15th May 5.0 4.5

Monday 20th  July Friday 21st August 5 weeks £1512 Saturday 20th June 5.5 5.0

* This module also provides the opportunity to exit with a 6.5 overall and 6.0 in individual elements 



Fees for the Pre-Sessional Programme 

include tuition, all course materials, 

access to library and internet facilities at 

the University, meet and greet service on 

arrival, summer social programme and 

end of course event. Accommodation 

for the programme is not included in the 

fees and must be booked through the 

university accommodation team; see 

accommodation section. 
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Programme Tution 
Fees

Accommodation 
Only (Standard 

Room)

Accommodation 
Only (Ensuite 

Room)

10 Week Course £3024 £808.50 (11 Weeks) £1080.50 (11 Weeks) Woolmanhill 13th June – 29th August 2020 

5 Week Course £1512 £441 (6 Weeks) £589.50 (6 Weeks) Woolmanhill 18th July – 29th August 2020

Please note: If you currently hold a 

conditional offer, there is no automatic 

right to progression. Whilst there is a very 

high likelihood of success, we cannot 

guarantee all students will progress on to 

their chosen course of study.

At the end of the course you will not be 

required to sit another IELTS or SELT. 

Your performance in the Pre-sessional 

Programme, which is continuously 

assessed via coursework and 

summative assessment, will determine 

whether or not you are ready to 

commence your academic course. 

A Guide to Fees

*Ensuite rooms may not be available 
for 13 June 2020, in this case students 
would be accommodated in a temporary 
standard room until their ensuite 
room is ready.



Accommodation

*Please note the picture shows examples of available 
accommodation, however, RGU cannot guarantee you 

will be housed in one of the sites shown.
766

If you are intending to move into private 

accommodation at the end of your PSP course, 

you will have to vacate your room by 12 noon on 

Saturday 29th August.   If you book University 

accommodation for your main course of study, 

we will be  able to make accommodation 

available to you between the end of your PSP 

course and the start of your main course at 

extra charge. Please contact Accommodation if 

you require this. 

If your flight from your home country will arrive 

prior to the Saturday before the PSP course start 

date, please contact Accommodation Services via 

accommodation@rgu.ac.uk so they can help make 

arrangements for your accommodation which will 

be charged at the appropriate nightly rate.

For more information on accommodation 

please get in contact with our team, 

accommodation@rgu.ac.uk

Woolmanhill is located in Aberdeen city 

centre and has easy access to public 

transport to the University campus. The 

bus to campus takes approximately 20 

minutes. All the shopping and leisure 

facilities of the city centre are within 

walking distance. The site is safe and 

secure with an on-site reception and 24 

hour security. There is a laundry room 

available for an extra charge and a 

common room for socialising.

The price for the accommodation 

includes heating and electricity, wifi and 

internet access and weekly cleaning of the 

communal areas. The accommodation is 

furnished but we do not provide towels or 

bedding or kitchen items such as plates, 

cutlery, saucepans etc. 

Accommodation is available at 

Woolmanhill Flats in apartments which 

can accommodate 6 to 8 people, all 

have shared kitchen/communal areas. 

You can choose an ensuite room with 

your own shower and toilet facilities or a 

standard room with bathroom facilities 

shared with other residents of the flat. 

Each standard flat has two toilets and 

two shower rooms and there is a sink in 

the bedroom.



Meet & Greet Social Programme

 The Pre-Sessional Programme warmly 

encourages all students to participate 

in social activities during the course of 

the programme.

The activities arranged by the 

Programme staff provide an opportunity 

to learn more about Scottish Culture and 

a chance to relax and socialise.

The Pre-Sessional Programme arranges 

a taxi collection for all students upon 

their arrival at Aberdeen International 

Airport or Aberdeen train station; this is 

included in the cost of the Programme. 

This service is provided to all students 

on the Programme, whether they are in 

University or private accommodation. 

A link will be sent to all applicants to 

complete, in order to confirm their 

arrival time in the UK and the address 

of their accommodation. 

In previous years, the students visited the 

historic Dunnotar castle in Stonehaven, 

enjoyed trips to the local amusement park, 

Codonas. Then finally they celebrated with 

a meal in a local restaurant at the End of 

Programme Event! 

All visits will be hosted and organised by 

the university and the costs are inclusive 

of the programme fees.

Full details of the social programme for 

2020 will be emailed to all PSP students 

periodically over the course of the 

Programme.



HOW TO APPLY

Automatic Offer – Where an approved 

SELT such as Academic IELTS test result 

was in your main application.

Students must hold a conditional offer 

to study on an academic programme 

at Robert Gordon University in order to 

apply for the Pre-sessional Programme. 

The Student Admissions Team will 

make eligible applicants an offer 

automatically as part of their main 

course application and subsequent offer. 

To be made this offer automatically your 

main application must contain a valid 

Academic IELTS Test.

Post Application Offer – where you sat a 

SELT such as Academic IELTS after your 

main offer was made.

It may be the case that you sat a 

Academic IELTS test after your main 

offer to study with us was issued. If the 

results do not meet your academic 

course’s entry requirement, as stated 

in your offer letter, you should send the 

Student Admissions Team your results 

and they can then process a suitable 

offer for you. 

If you require a Tier 4 student visa in 

order to study in the UK, please ensure 

you can meet all the requirements before 

accepting your offer. Our web pages will 

give further information and useful links:  

www.rgu.ac.uk/visainfo

OTHER ASSOCIATED COSTS

You are advised to ensure you have 

money for expenses on arrival (such 

as food and toiletries) and that you 

budget for your first few weeks until you 

are more familiar with the cost of living. 

The cost of living in the UK may vary in 

comparison with your home country. You 

can find information on the cost of living 

from our website:   

www.rgu.ac.uk/fees-costs-and-funding

If you are preparing your own food, you

should allow £40-£45 per week to cover

the cost of ingredients. There are 

several speciality food stores in and 

around Aberdeen, along with several 

large supermarkets which cater to a 

variety of dietary requirements. This 

estimated allowance does not cover 

personal costs,like socialising and 

personal grooming.

Students can purchase a student bus 

pass, giving unlimited travel throughout 

Aberdeen City, cost is around £15.00 

per week or £50 for 4 weeks. An adult 

return bus fare is currently £4.00. You 

will need to purchase an adult return 

ticket until you collect your ID card and 

can then purchase a Student ticket or 

pass. Students must show their Student 

ID Card when purchasing their bus pass. 

Student ID cards are issued on the first 

day of the programme.

PAYMENT

Full payment is required before your 

offer of a place on the course can be 

made unconditional. This fee is non-

refundable, except when you are unable 

to get a visa to enter the UK. (Please see 

information on Refunds under the Terms 

and Conditions). 

ALL FEES must be paid and received 

by the University at least 4 weeks 

in advance of the start of your Pre-

Sessional Course.

 

HOW TO PAY

Full details on how to pay are on 

our website at www.rgu.ac.uk/

makingpayment. You can pay by bank 

transfer to our bank account or by 

credit card (Visa/Master Card). If you are 

already in the UK, we can also accept 

payment by UK cheque or debit card. If 

you are transferring payment direct to 

our bank account, you must include your 

student reference number in the transfer. 

Please note: that payments must be 

received by the University prior to 

progressing your application.

Ticket Type Ticket Price 

Day ticket £3.50

Weekly ticket £15

4 week ticket £50

12 week ticket £135

Academic Term £320

Carnet (10 single 
journeys) £18

*The prices are valid at the time of printing

STUDENT TICKET PRICES

The PSP at RGU package includes 
the cost of course texts and resource 

materials. However, you are advised to 
purchase a good English dictionary and 
thesaurus for use during your course. 
Mini versions of these are available 
from high street bookshops, such as 
Blackwell’s or Waterstone’s.

Please read the following information 
carefully. You must familiarise yourself 
with, and agree to abide by, the following 
rules and regulations:
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Applying for PSP 2020?

This is what you need to know.



Terms and Conditions

The University’s Terms and Conditions: 
www.rgu.ac.uk/terms-and-conditions-
of-enrolment

The rules governing use of computing 
facilities and email as defined within the 
University’s IT Security Policy: www.rgu.
ac.uk/policies which includes (though is 
not limited to) the processing of obscene 
or other offensive materials. You will 
be required to read the information 
in the Information Technology and 
Communication section prior to enrolment. 

The consent document on Data 
Protection (Student Records) can be 
found here: 
www.rgu.ac.uk/data-protection

In completing and returning the 
application form you consent to Robert 
Gordon University obtaining, recording, 
holding, processing etc., your personal 
data, including data of a sensitive nature 
as specified in the consent form, and to 
the University disclosing your data to UK 
Immigration Authorities in the event that 
you do not arrive on the course or leave 
the course early.

REFUNDS

Please read the following information 
carefully.

TUITION FEES

You can read the University’s refunds 
policy online at: www.rgu.ac.uk/future-
students/finance-and-scholarships/
other/

ACCOMMODATION FEES

If your accommodation fees are paid 
in advance and you do not enrol for 
the Pre-Sessional Programme, these 
will be refunded, less an administration 
fee. If you enrol on the Pre-Sessional 
Programme and then leave your 
accommodation early, you will not 
receive a refund.

Please note: that if you book University 
accommodation for your PSP course, you 
will not receive a refund if you later decide 
to move into other accommodation. 

Private Accommodation: If you wish 
to live in university accommodation 
temporarily while you find alternative 
private accommodation, it is important 
you inform us at the time of application. 
The accommodation team will then 
get in touch to discuss options for your 
temporary accommodation. If you do 
not inform us, you may be liable to pay 
the cost of your accommodation for the 
duration of the programme. 
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Department for the Enhancement  

of Learning, Teaching and Access 

Robert Gordon University 

Garthdee Road

Aberdeen AB10 7QG

United Kingdom

+44 (0)1224 263089

psp@rgu.ac.uk

Student Admissions Service

Robert Gordon University

(Administration)

Garthdee House Annexe

Aberdeen AB10 7QB

United Kingdom

+44 (0)1224 262728

english@rgu.ac.uk

www.rgu.ac.uk/psp 

Social icon

Square
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

We look forward to hearing from you soon 
and hope to see you in summer 2020!


