
 

Master of Architecture - Portfolio Advice 

The discipline of architecture combines art with science. It is fundamentally a 

creative discipline requiring imagination, vision artistic skills and aesthetic 

sensibilities, accordingly applicants to the course are asked to demonstrate their 

aptitude by either certification of this skill or in the preparation of a Portfolio. 

 

Whilst we recognise that applicants may not be able to take a specific 

qualification like Art, we do offer students the opportunity to submit a portfolio 

demonstrating their artistic skills as part of the process.  

 

An Architecture student develops core skills in the composition of space and form, 

and the communication of ideas in both two and three dimensions in the course. 

In order to encourage free thinking, and a rich, exploratory design process, the 

student must possess good observational skills, together with ability to represent 

ideas quickly and expressively. Design of the built environment involves 

consideration of space, light, form, surface, texture, colour, and so on, 

necessitating the development of techniques to convey these essential qualities. 

Although computer graphic skills are becoming increasingly important, the School 

believes that it is essential for students to develop manual skills, as well as 

creative skills to determine the information required for the effective utilisation of 

computer graphic programmes. We do, however, welcome examples of computer 

graphics as part of a folio. 

 

What you put into the portfolio is up to you, it can be work that you have created 

over a period of time or it can be work that you have submitted as part of a 

qualification, but remember your choice is like a ‘personal creative statement’ 

what you display, and how you display it says a lot about you. 

 

 Freehand drawing skills must be demonstrated. Figure drawing or still life 

studies are particularly good for demonstrating observational and 

interpretative skills, sense of proportion, form, light and shade etc. However, 

alternative subject matter would be welcomed. Evidence of creative use of 

colour and texture are also encouraged. 

 Ideally, the portfolio displays a diversity of work exploring a range of 

techniques and media. Work should be selected to demonstrate creativity, 

imagination and expressive ability. 

 The subject matter need not be architectural in nature, although the 

prospective student should be able to demonstrate an interest and some 

awareness of architecture and design. 

 The portfolio, if well selected need not be voluminous. Ideally, 20/30 sheets 

and some sketchbooks (or excerpts from) should suffice. You should to have 

at least half of the content in a hand sketched, or drawn format. 

 Although relevant, qualifications in Graphic Communication and equivalent 

courses generally do not necessarily themselves fulfil the requirements of the 

portfolio in itself (see note above on freehand drawing). Images from Graphic 

Communication or Art can be included in the portfolio. 

 We encourage applicants to provide a short commentary (a sentence) 

alongside each piece of work. As we accept the work as a digital file (PDF or 

similar) all work has to be legible as it is viewed and we do reserve the right 

to call in the original work. 

 ALL WORK MUST BE AUTHORED BY YOU and we would like you to add a 

disclaimer to that effect at the start of the portfolio. 


