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Help Build a Sustainable World

Our buildings, towns, and cities – our built 
environment – are important. Functionally, 
they provide the physical settings in which we 
live, work, and play, but they also communicate 
our values and aspirations as societies and 
cultures. We engage with our environment 
in so many ways. Almost everything that you 
touch, see or use in our built environment 
is designed. Sometimes this is done with 
elegance, and sometimes not. The difference 
often resides in the quality of the vision, the 
idea, the way in which it is built, and how the 
process of translating an idea into reality is 
achieved. Professional expertise, vision, and 
collaboration is therefore crucial to the design 
and construction of high-quality buildings, 
villages, towns, and cities.

At a global scale we are experiencing 
unprecedented challenges. Our climate 
is changing, we are poor at recycling and 
produce too many pollutants, yet population 
growth continues. Collectively, we have a 
duty to be responsible in our use of energy, 
materials, and natural resources, and in looking 
after the natural world. Our buildings and cities 
influence this perhaps more than anything else, 
and they need to be cleaner and more efficient. 
More than ever we need imagination and vision 
from their creators.

Today, professional expertise is vital to 
ensuring that we transform our ways of living 
in sustainable ways, and the design and 
construction of our buildings, towns, and cities 
plays a central role in this agenda. Indeed, with 
respect to renewable energy use, responsible 

material consumption, and reduced emissions, 
it is arguably the field in which you can make a 
difference most powerfully with respect to climate 
change. The Scott Sutherland School is committed 
to this agenda.

Research shows that through design the built 
environment can also enable healthier lifestyles 
and create stronger, more vibrant communities. 
Our experiences through the Covid pandemic have 
reminded us all just how important this is. The 
industry, spanning from those who imagine and 
design to those who transform ideas into reality, is 
rising to these challenges – and with challenge lies 
enormous opportunity for you. We will prepare you 
to seize these opportunities.

Constructing places for ourselves goes back 
thousands of years and is a need that will continue 
of necessity. It is perhaps the oldest industry of all, 
and the one whose future is most assured. But it is 
transforming fast into a world that is as much about 
virtual reality, automation, 3D printing, and drones, 
as it is about bricks and mortar. We will enable you 
to develop the skills for this 21st century world.

The design and construction of our buildings and 
cities has the capacity to improve the quality of our 
everyday lives, whilst also helping us address the 
big global challenges of climate change, health and 
well-being, creating communities, and developing 
sustainable economies. Our work will impact on 
future generations as well as our own. 

What could be more important?  

What could be more exciting? 



“I met staff and tutors that supported that 
and me through the years. I tested myself, 
travelled, explored, worked, created, 
learned to stand up and value my ideas, 
meet countless amazing individuals but 
and people with opposite understanding of 
ideas and life, which gave me the 
advantage to look at a certain problem 
from many new sides.”
Sophia Rusinova, Graduated with Master of 
Architecture with Distinction, 2020

Introducing the School

The Scott Sutherland School of Architecture and Built 
Environment is one of the three oldest of its kind in the UK, 
with a history that extends back to the 19th Century. It takes 
its name from Thomas Scott Sutherland, a local architect 
and entrepreneur who made a bequest to the University in 
the 1950s from which the School still benefits. 

Over its long history, our School has continuously evolved 
to orient itself to the needs of our professional areas, and 
to ensure that our graduates are highly sought after as 
employees and as future leaders within their chosen 
professions. We are consistently named as one of the top 
UK universities for graduate employability, and our 
graduates have benefitted from our accolades and 
rankings, developing exciting, successful, and rewarding 
careers around the world. The School has an enduring 
ethos that achieves a balance between theoretical 
understanding and knowledge and practical application. 
Simply put, our graduates are inquiring, imaginative, 

informed, and resourceful, but also possess the essential 
skills that equip them to put their ideas into practice. That 
is what makes them so sought after.

Our work is important, exciting and rewarding. The design 
and construction of buildings and cities is as old as 
civilised society itself. There will always be a need for 
expert designers and builders and, as our world becomes 
more complex, there is a growing need for those with 
vision, specialist knowledge, and expertise.

Today, our cities are becoming ever more crowded, and 
our climate is changing due to human activity. Architects, 
Technologists, Surveyors, and Project Managers all have 
an important role to play in tackling these challenges in 
ways that are imaginative, efficient, and beautiful. Indeed, 
there are few careers that present opportunities that can 
equal those involved in design and construction.

If you are open-minded, curious, and excited by a 
challenge, then we are interested in hearing from you.
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“I had many great and unforgettable 
moments at RGU and the Scott 
Sutherland School. I was lucky to 
meet lifelong friends, great passionate 
tutors and kind staff that were always 
supporting, cheerful and really 
interested in my ideas or difficulties. 
I had many opportunities to further 
develop myself in my professional and 
personal life and to experience things 
I wanted to do for a long time. I had 
the chance to gain many skills and 
a lot of knowledge in a creative and 
flexible environment. Through difficult 
and happy moments, I have enjoyed 
my time at RGU, always supported 
and pushed to do better. It proved to 
be a good decision especially as an 
international student.”

Sophia Rusinova, Master s Graduate with 
Distinction, Architecture, 2020

Why come to the  
Scott Sutherland School?
We Shape the World
Our School has an unparalleled record in 
educating creative, resourceful, and enterprising 
professionals who have positively influenced 
and shaped the physical world in which we live, 
across the globe.

We are Top for Graduate 
Employment
The University’s focus on professional education 
informed by industry input and engagement has 
led to its international reputation for graduate 
employment, and this performance is also true 
of the Scott Sutherland School. Importantly, all 
our degree courses contain integrated periods 
of work-related experience that increase your 
employability and gives you a competitive edge; 
putting you one step ahead when applying for 
jobs.

We have Bespoke Facilities
Our world-class facilities provide our students 
with innovative and advanced technology to 
ensure that they can undertake industry-level 
projects. All students, regardless of course or 
study level, enjoy a dedicated place in which to 
work, a place that you can inhabit and make your 
own. Our facilities were designed specifically for 
the School, and have been organised to enable a 
close interaction between students and staff, and 
on open, collaborative, and creative environment

We are a Community
As a student of the Scott Sutherland School you 
are a member of a community. Our School serves 
as a ‘home’ to our students, a place to which they 
belong and in which staff and students work 
closely together in a collaborative, supportive, and 
creative learning environment. Watch our School 
video to get a feel for our environment:
www.rgu.ac.uk/scottsfilm

We Value our Students
Our students are the lifeblood of our School and 
University. They matter, you will matter, and we 
strive to make your experience the best it can 
possibly be.

Professor David McClean
RIBA FRIAS ARB SFHEA PhD MBA
Head of School
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Student Life and Community

We have a strong and vibrant learning community within 
the School, which has our students at its heart. 

When you start your University journey, we regard you as 
a young professional embarking on a journey with us and 
who will have the opportunity to develop a successful 
career around the world 

Much of our sense of community derives from the scale of 
the School. With a stable on-campus cohort of 
approximately 600 students, we get to know you 
quickly, and you us. This is the basis of our culture of 
support and accessibility, and we support and challenge 
you in order to give you the best opportunity to excel. 

The learning experience is student-centred. You will learn 
through doing; thinking, questioning, challenging, and 
developing innovative and rigorously tested ideas. 
Enquiry and discussion form the core of our teaching, and 
of the culture of the School.

The School has vibrant lecture societies coupled with a 
programme of exhibitions and events, which all serve to 
further promote discussion and debate.

We understand the importance of teaching digital and 
emerging technologies to equip our graduates for future 
working environments. We also respect and teach the 
traditional skills that underpin our creative and professional 
disciplines, and your experience will embrace both.

Opportunities for you to directly influence your 
experience through collaboration with staff form an 
important part of our ethos. You will also benefit directly 
from the distinguished practitioners who form a core part 
of our teaching teams, ensuring a strong contemporary 
relevance to your learning.

The School has vibrant lecture societies coupled with a 
programme of exhibitions and events, which all serve to 
further promote discussion and debate.

Being a Scott Sutherland 
Student

“Don’t hesitate to join the Scott Sutherland 
community as opportunity abounds, 
including great teaching resources, a 
supportive and inclusive student society, and 
a modern, well-equipped campus with 
state-of-the-art workshops”

Stuart Campbell, Masters Graduate, Architecture, 
2019

“The open-door policy adopted within the 
school is a key point which I would 
emphasise to any prospective student. This 
is a great way to enhance learning, by being 
able to check work or ask questions when 
required, rather than waiting until the next 
class. Staff are always very willing to help, 
whether it is in person or by email, and 
regardless of whether it is about a module or 
personal issue.”

Max Duxbury, Stage 3, Quantity Surveying

“The impact of the Covid-19 lockdown has 
been a very unnerving experience in general. 
However, the preparation and work put in by 
the lecturers to adapt the course for online 
delivery has been extremely successful in 
ensuring the best possible experience for the 
students.”

Calum Walker, Stage 4, Quantity Surveying
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“The open-door policy and ability to reach 
any of the staff member at any point 
creates a special home-like environment 
enabling students to reach their best. The 
continuous support and advice is forever 
lasting, even after graduation we are still 
part of the RGU family. The knowledge 
acquired during the course gave me a 
strong foundation to build on towards my 
future as an industry professional.’”

Patrycja Linka, Construction Management Graduate, 
now KTP Research Assistant

“The learning culture of RGU is definitely 
different from Malaysia, but the lecturers 
and students here are very friendly and 
will help you if you need it. Here in 
Aberdeen, it’s a very safe place to live in. 
Also, the university is equipped with great 
facilities!”

Esther Qiu Qiu Lim, Masters Graduate, Architecture, 
2020

“Robert Gordon University, with its 
excellence in teaching and academic 
atmosphere, provides students with a 
professional and rigorous learning 
environment, that has absolutely made a 
transformational impact on my life.”

Weiwei Wei, Architect and Project Manager, 
Shanghai, China (Graduated in 2004)

“The flexibility of my course at RGU allowed 
me to engage with many extracurricular 
activities alongside working part-time as a 
3D Data Analyst. The knowledge I have 
gained within my studies combined with 
experiences from external activities greatly 
boosted my CV whilst also giving me the 
confidence to take on new challenges.”

Charne Janse Van Rensburg, Graduate, Architectural 
Technology, 2020 Winner of CIAT award for 
Outstanding Achievement 2020
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Our Facilities
“RGU provides a great environment to 
learn in. The modern, light and spacious 
buildings provide all the facilities that are 
required to aid learning, from a well-
equipped library (both physically and 
digitally), to study spaces (such as high 
specification computer labs and bookable 
rooms) to a range of catering and leisure 
facilities. These are great spaces to use 
and get to know people.”

Matthew Johnson, Stage 4, Quantity Surveying 

In 2015, the School moved to a brand new, 
purpose built building on the Garthdee campus 
in Aberdeen. Our building forms part of the 
University campus on the north bank of the River 
Dee, and sits in a beautiful, inspiring landscape 
setting. Studios overlook the river valley and offer 
extensive views over the southern edge of the city.

Designed by an alumnus of the School, our facility 
provides bright, well-serviced spaces for each of 
our subjects, and guarantees dedicated working 
space for all of our students; places where students 
can develop their work – drawings, models, and 
reports, etc – and leave it undisturbed, is central 
to our philosophy. It is also a key component in 
creating a lively sense of community.

Our studios, which are generally large, flexible 
spaces, have fully integrated audio-visual 
technologies and black-out capability. As well as 
being used for a range of conventional teaching 
formats, this flexibility offers scope for studios to 
work as ‘gallery spaces’ for exhibition purposes.

High quality hand tool workbenches are distributed 
throughout the studios, thus allowing the possibility 
of simultaneously combining drawing manually and 
on computers, with modelling and the production 
of mock-ups. 

In support of model-making, the School has 
Workshop facilities that provide analogue and 
digital tools. The recent move to our new building 
offered us the opportunity to replace all of our tools 
with new, state of the art equipment. Overseen by 
expert technicians, you will have the opportunity to 
use traditional hand tools, power tools, and digital 
fabrication technology. We also have an industrial 
spray booth that allows you to use spray paints and 
adhesives in a safe environment. 

A Print Suite is also provided which is managed by 
a dedicated technician. The facility has 3D printing 
equipment, and a number of support items such 
as guillotines and binding machines. You will be 
able to print high resolution large format graphic 
materials to a professional standard.

An Environmental Laboratory enables simple 
experiments to be undertaken in developing an 
understanding of building performance in areas 
such as energy loss. 

Our building contains three IT suites, with all 
teaching spaces having an abundance of network 
points along with Wi-Fi coverage. This allows you to 
work online in very flexible ways, whilst also giving 
ready access to specialist professional standard 
software through the labs.

Our new building forms a wing of a larger complex 
that houses the central University Library, amongst 
other communal facilities such as a refectory. 
The Library has an extensive collection of books, 
journals and e-publications relating to architecture 
and the built environment, and the proximity of this 

resource to our School is hugely beneficial.

We are very proud of our facilities, the quality 
and extent of which can be matched by few other 
schools of architecture and built environment in 

the UK.

SCOTT SUTHERLAND VIRTUAL TOUR:  
www.rgu.ac.uk/virtual-tour-architecture-
and-built-environment
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Societies and Events

An important indicator of the vitality of our School, and 
the motivation and passion of our students, is the range 
of extra-curricular activities that take place of the 
students’ own volition. At the Scott Sutherland School 
we benefit from a wide variety of such activities, 
including:

57 10
This is an award-winning Architecture lecture society 
that was founded in 1988, and which is run by our final 
year Architecture students. Taking its name from the 
latitude of Aberdeen, 57 10 is the envy of many UK 
schools. Its principal activity is to organise and host 
weekly programme of visiting speakers consisting of 
emerging and established national and international 
practitioners

www.facebook.com/FiftySevenTenSociety/ 

Lunch & Learn Programme
This highly successful programme organises weekly 
presentations and CPD events primarily for Surveying 
and Construction Management students, which are 
delivered by industry practitioners and product 
manufacturers.

Look Again Festival
In association with a number of other agencies across 
the city, Robert Gordon University launched a new arts 
festival several years ago, for which it is the major 
sponsor. This event has subsequently grown in stature 
and reputation year-on-year, and the Scott Sutherland 
School is routinely a contributor to the programme of 
installations, events, and initiatives. 

www.lookagainfestival.co.uk/ 

Community Engagement
The role that the School plays in the community as a 
generator and promoter of ideas, and as the provider 
of research expertise that benefits external 
organisations and agencies, is central to our ethos and 
identity. This work frequently involves students from 
across the School and further augments their learning 
and skills development, as well as serving to build 
professional networks at an individual level.

 Student Testimonial

“My university experience at RGU has 
been absolutely amazing.  RGU is a very 
welcoming place, and from the first day, 
I felt at home here. I have learned and 
experienced so many new things since 
beginning the course, and have had 
opportunities to build on this knowledge 
constantly… I have enjoyed every minute 
I’ve spent on this course, and deciding to 
study at RGU has been the best decision 
I have ever made.” 

Alyx Stickle, Stage 4 Architectural Technology
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“I have had the pleasure of working with 
a number of Architecture graduates 
from the Scott Sutherland School 
over the course of my career and 
have been impressed by their level of 
understanding, their problem-solving 
abilities, and their diligence to the task in 
hand.”

Jason Cully, Director, Glenn Howells Architects 
(and a Graduate from 2001) 

Professional education lies at the heart of RGU’s 
purpose and is central to that of the Scott Suther-
land School.

All of our awards are accredited by the relevant UK 
professional bodies, and in some cases this recog-
nition has existed for over a century. Some courses 
are also accredited by international professional 
bodies, expanding opportunities for graduates in 
the global workplace. 

How our students learn is also central to our ethos. 
We are one of the few schools of our kind with a 
mix of professional disciplines spanning from those 
who imagine and design, to those who manage 
construction and project delivery. This encourages 
collaboration, whilst also developing an 
understanding of the role of our allied professions 
in the overall process from project inception to 
completion.

All subjects enjoy dedicated space that has been 
specifically designed for their use. This encourages 
inhabitation and the creation of communities, 
which is important because students learn from 
one another as well as from tutors. 

Equally, the involvement of distinguished 
practitioners as core members of our teaching 
teams is central to our ethos, directly connecting 
student learning to contemporary professional 
practice. For similar reasons, all our degree 
courses contain integrated periods of work-related 
experience. 

Professional Learning

Collaborative Working

Staff profile - Dr Naeimeh Jafarifar 

Naeimeh is a Lecturer in Structural Design and teaches across all courses and stages in the School. She 
was awarded her PhD in Structural Engineering by University of Sheffield, following completion of a 
MSc in Civil and Structural Engineering from the University of Tehran, and a BSc in Civil Engineering 
from Sharif University of Technology. Naeimeh’s research interests include concrete structures, 
composite materials and their structural performance, numerical and experimental modelling of 
structures for evaluating structural, thermal and shrinkage behaviour, and the reuse of recycled and 
waste materials in construction. 

Much of our learning is ‘hands on’, with students 
working seamlessly between drawings, note pads, 
computer packages, and physical model-making, 
depending on their subject of study. Students 
work individually and in groups. Whatever your 
subject interest, learning is exploratory, active, 
and social. 

Learning also embraces other modes, including 
online learning and graduate apprenticeship. 
The School has invested heavily over many years 
to ensure that the quality of online learning is 
equivalent to the experience of campus-based 
students, including platforms that facilitate 
interaction with peers.

By contrast, study via the graduate apprentice 
route enables students to study in the workplace 
whilst in employment, thus enabling the full 
integration of theory and practice, and enabling 
the student to use their daily employment 
experience as valuable learning within the context 
of their course.

Staff and students work together and learn from 
one another. Our students routinely tell us how 
much they value this, and our alumni consistently 
cite this as a defining quality of the Scott Suther-
land School student experience. Through research 
and scholarship, our staff work to progress their 
fields of expertise, and in turn this work informs 
student learning.

Utilising this approach, we are proud to offer 
opportunities to study at many levels, whether for 
a Degree, Masters, or PhD award.

“The subject coverage over the four 
years has been excellent I feel. Most 
areas of the profession have been 
covered in great detail and all the 
modules have been relevant to a future 
career. The relevance of what I had 
learned was particularly highlighted to 
me on Placement, where I had to draw on 
a range of skills from across all years and 
modules and put these into practice.”

Tillie Wilson, Stage 4, Quantity Surveying
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Our community of students and staff is 
international, reflecting the global nature of 
our professions and the wider design and 
construction industries. 

Our courses encourage you to understand, 
appreciate, and actively engage with our 
global and professional contexts. Exposure to 
different cultural perspectives is essential in the 
contemporary world of work, particularly when 
you are likely to work on projects in other parts 
of the world, irrespective of where your career 
ultimately develops.  

This takes place through course content, but 
also through overseas field study visits and 
international study exchanges with partner 
institutions. We have a number of EU Erasmus 
partners, each of which provide opportunity to 
study abroad for a period, and from whom we 
welcome students from across Europe join us 
reciprocally.

These experiences develop and broaden your 
understanding and contextual awareness, but 
they also cultivate personal confidence and 
professional skills.

NEWS ARTICLE:  
www.rgu.ac.uk/virtual-design-world-cup-2019 

 
International College RGU (ICRGU)
If you are an international student who does not 
meet the direct entry requirements (whether 
academic or linguistic) for the University, then our 
International College (ICRGU) offers an alternative 
entry point for most of our degree courses to help 
you achieve your ambitions at Robert Gordon 
University. 

ICRGU also offers a summer Pre-Sessional English 
Language Programme (PSP). This is designed for 
those that have not yet reached the required level 
of English language skill. The aim of the PSP is to 
help you cope with the demands of studying at 
a UK university and living in an English-speaking 
environment. The syllabus combines grammar, 
writing, reading, listening and communication skills.

Information on applications, fees, accommodation, 
student support, and visa requirements can be 
found in the International Student Prospectus. 
This is available at: www.rgu.ac.uk/prospectus 
 
For more information on ICRGU,  
visit www.rgu.ac.uk/icrgu 

An International School

Scholarships at RGU

All Students
Details of Financial awards and Scholarships for all 
students may be accessed at: 
www.rgu.ac.uk/scholarships 

International Students: 
Undergraduate and Postgraduate
Details of undergraduate and postgraduate 
funding and scholarships for international 
students may be accessed at: 
www.rgu.ac.uk/international-scholarships 

England, Wales, Northern Ireland, 
and the EU
Details of undergraduate and postgraduate 
funding and scholarships for students from 
England, Wales, Northern Ireland, and the EU may 
be accessed at:
www.rgu.ac.uk/financial-awards 

http://www.rgu.ac.uk/virtual-design-world-cup-2019
http://www.rgu.ac.uk/prospectus
http://www.rgu.ac.uk/icrgu
http://www.rgu.ac.uk/scholarships
http://www.rgu.ac.uk/international-scholarships
http://www.rgu.ac.uk/financial-awards
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Postgraduate Programme

Do you want to get ahead of the 
competition?

Do you need a postgraduate qualification to 
advance your career?

The Scott Sutherland School offers a range of 
postgraduate awards from short credit-bearing 
courses to full Masters awards. A number of these 
are offered in different study modes to facilitate 
flexibility in your studies and to accommodate 
the different circumstances of our students. Our 
postgraduate courses enable graduates, as well 
as those with substantial industry or professional 
experience, to further develop their knowledge, 
skills, and expertise. Whether you are looking to 
progress your learning having recently completed 
an honours degree or are seeking to augment your 
qualifications after many years of professional 
working, our courses offer opportunity for you.

Our postgraduate curricula are industry-led and 
incorporate input on recent innovations within the 
sector. The flexibility of our study modes supports 
those seeking to augment their qualifications for 
career advancement and promotion.

We offer a number of courses through two 
primary modes: that of full-time campus-based 
study, and online learning. The postgraduate 
programme consists of the following courses:

• Master of Architecture (RIBA / ARB Part 2)
 (full-time on campus mode only)

• MSc Advanced Architectural Design 
 (full-time on campus mode only)

• MSc Construction Project Management
 (full-time on campus and part-time online 

learning modes)

• Short course (part-time online learning 
mode only) are delivered as part of the RGU 
Professional Studies Framework. The following 
are available:

 - Building Information Modelling   
    Management
 - Project Planning & Control
 - Sustainable Development

Masters courses are normally of 12 or 15 
months duration1 if taken on a full-time 
basis, and typically 3 years if taken part-time 
online. The part-time online mode suits those 
seeking to augment their qualifications whilst 
in employment, and the flexibility it offers has 
proved very popular with students around the 

world.

1 Depending on the date of commencement
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You can be an RGU student from 
anywhere in the world!

Online Learning Student’s Experience

“Without knowing what to expect from a 
distance learning course, the University 
provided excellent guidance through the 
processes, creating forums of activity 
and shared knowledge. During my time 
studying the course, I was able to achieve 
a balance between working full-time and 
studying, without sacrificing my social 
life. This was made possible as the course 
offered brilliant flexibility combined 
with a manageable structure. The course 
generated lots of team interaction with 
continual support from RGU’s lecturers 
and supervisors.”

Rob Lindsay, Helix Canyon.

Over many years, Robert Gordon University has 
developed considerable expertise in providing 
high quality education by distance learning. The 
experience of distance learning students, whilst 
having obvious differences to that of their campus-
based counterparts, has a directly equivalent rigour, 
richness, and quality.

Learning is highly structured, with regular 
communication supported by extensive online 
resources that may be accessed from anywhere. A 
dedicated Online Learning Co-ordinator is accessible 
to provide a strong interface between yourself and 
the academic team, with regular discussion forums 
scheduled through which contributions from tutors, 
practitioners, and (mostly industry-based) students 
generate a rich dialogue and debate. 

As with any form of postgraduate learning, there is 
an expectation that you will undertake self-directed 
study and prepare for scheduled activities. 

A comprehensive Postgraduate Online Learning 
Student Handbook is provided. Should you wish to 
have a copy as a means of gaining an insight into the 
learning process, please contact us and we will send 
a PDF copy.

Recognition of Prior Learning 
The School and University are committed to 
maximising access to learning, and at postgraduate 
level this includes the recognition of appropriate 
prior learning and work experience (i.e. experiential 
learning in the professional / industrial workplace) 
as the basis for potential entry to a course, or to 
gain exemption from specific components of the 
curriculum. Many successful graduates have enrolled 
on our courses via this route, and often bring a 
wealth of first-hand practical expertise that benefits 
the wider cohort. 

Information on the University’s Recognition of 
Prior Learning (RPL) procedures may be accessed 
at: www.rgu.ac.uk/academic-regulations

http://www.rgu.ac.uk/academic-regulations


28 2928 29

The Master of Architecture degree is for those 
committed to entering the architecture profession 
and offers opportunity for you to develop personal 
interests around distinct architectural themes that 
exploit the School’s expertise and unique location.

This professionally accredited course is a 
professionally accredited 2 year research-led 
integrated experience, where you will develop 
and articulate a personal philosophical perspective 
on architecture and the role of the professional 
architect. The course develops skills and 
knowledge to a professional level prior to entering 
the world of practice and the RIBA / ARB Part 3 
registration examination after a minimum of one 
further year in the workplace.

Our Master of Architecture course offers:

 •  A unique 2 year research-led thesis   
  design project that develops individual   
  design proposals whilst also developing   
  sophisticated collaborative, research, and  
  communication skills;; 

 •  The opportunity to analyse and explore   
  complex real-world conditions, often in   
  collaboration with external agencies, and  
  develop innovative architectural  
  propositions that develop your   
  professional identity, values, and interests; 

 •  A bespoke studio environment in which  
  you will have your own workspace  
  throughout your studies. This is supported  
  by a range  of workshop, print, and lab   
  facilities, as well as by expert staff and   
  technicians; 

Master of Architecture (RIBA/ARB Part 2)  
 •  An academic team including a number   
  of highly distinguished practitioners   
  from across Scotland and beyond who,   
  as Visiting Professors, set the overall   
  architectural agenda within a unit   
  structure.

The unique structure of our Master of Architecture 
course provides the opportunity for you to 
develop personal interests within a structure 
consisting of a small number of discrete design 
‘units’, each developing distinctive, research-
informed agenda that are pursued rigorously over 
a 2 year period in a group format and through 
individual endeavour.

You will develop professional level expertise 
through undertaking an extended design project 
in which sophisticated ideas are developed in 
response to complex and challenging scenarios 
or problems. Design work tends to address 
issues of current public debate within Scotland, 
or live scenarios where your output informs the 
deliberations and decision-making of diverse 
communities. Importantly, they also serve as 
useful vehicles for exploring a range of ideas and 
thinking of broader relevance to contemporary 
architectural debate both in the UK and 

internationally.
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Student Experience

“The degree to which I developed both 
professionally and as a person over 
the course of the six years is testament 
to what the course can do, not only 
in giving me the opportunity to learn 
and refine skills, and develop specialist 
interests within the field of design, 
but also in developing and honing an 
enviable soft skillset which has given me 
countless opportunities to contribute 
to, and interact directly with the wider 
industry. “

Neil Mair, Master of Architecture Graduate 2018, 
now a post-Part 2 Architectural Assistant, CDA, 
Edinburgh

Upon completing my RIBA Part 2 
studies at the Scott Sutherland School 
of Architecture & Built Environment, 
I immediately began practicing for 
Hopkins Architects in London. Studying 
at Robert Gordon University provided 
some of the most memorable moments 
in my life. This was undoubtedly due 
to a fantastic studio environment 
coupled with interesting, experienced, 
and patient tutors…. In hindsight, the 
learning environment present at the 
Scott Sutherland School was fundamental 
to my architectural study and personal 
progression, developing skills in team 
working, presenting and communication, 
skills I use every day. After practicing for 
3 years, I look back fondly to my time 
at Robert Gordon University and feel 
confident that my education has set me 
up for continued career success.

Ross Wilkie, Master of Architecture Graduate 
2017, now an Architect, Hopkins Architects, 
London

The MArch course at the Scott 
Sutherland School explores both 
practical design and the social theory of 
architecture, providing a well-rounded 
view of the discipline. There is a strong 
relationship between the School and 
the wider profession, this is evident 
with many of the part time lecturers 
also managing their own practices 
and subsequently able to implement 
a technically practical grounding to 
research and design reviews. Through 
learning from their experience, it had 
provided me with relevant skills that I 
have carried into my professional career.

Rachael Maclean, Master of Architecture Graduate 
2019, post-Part 2 Architectural Assistant, 
FaulknerBrowns, Newcastle (Graduated in 2019)

The course allowed me to develop 
my creative, problem-solving, and IT 
skills, preparing me for the workplace. 
During the course I gained 2 valuable 
work experience periods, allowing me 
to apply my academic knowledge to 
real-life scenarios… The course enabled 
me to secure work post-graduation, 
and I believe it has provided me with 
the professional and creative skills 
required for a successful future career in 
architecture.’

Sophie Perrott, Master of Architecture Graduate 
2018, now an Architect, Reaich & Hall Architects, 
Edinburgh

Employer’s Viewpoint

‘Sophie is professional, creative, 
constructive, hard-working, and an 
effective team player. Her education 
at RGU has clearly developed her 
understanding and skills required for 
the workplace, making her a highly 
employable graduate.’

Laura Maginnis, Associate Director, 3DReid Ltd. 

Former employer of above student.
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Facilities and Support
Our learning environment is of the very highest 
quality and is created by a combination of our 
outstanding physical facilities and the dedication, 
expertise, and approachability of our staff.

Every student receives a dedicated studio work 
space that they can make their ‘home’. Learning 
is mostly project-based based, and your work 
space acts as a place to individually draw and 
model ideas within the overall setting of the 
design studio. Our studios are informal, flexible, 
and social learning environments that encourage 
creativity, discussion, and collaboration.
 
Along with every other student, you will receive 
a dedicated studio work space that you can 
make your ‘home’. Learning is mostly project-
based based, and your work space acts as a 
place to individually draw and model ideas 
within the overall setting of the design studio. 
Our studios are informal, flexible, and social 
learning environments that encourage creativity, 
discussion, and collaboration.

Professional Recognition
In June 2018 the course received unconditional 
Part 2 validation by the Royal Institute of British 
Architects (RIBA) for the maximum 5 year term. 
In spring 2018 it was also given Part 2 prescription 
by the Architects Registration Board (ARB) for a 
similar 5 year period.

Entry Requirements
Applications for advanced entry to the Part 2 
course component are welcomed from students 
holding a degree in Architecture. For those 
seeking to register as an Architect in the UK, your 
degree will require to have Part 1 validation from 
the RIBA and Part 1 prescription by the ARB. 

However, applications from those with an 
architecture degree not recognised by the 
RIBA are welcomed, on the understanding that 
registration as an Architect in the UK will not 
be automatic and would require independent 
submission to the Architects Registration Board 
(ARB), or possibly further study.

Information on the ARB’s procedures for applying 
for recognition of international qualifications as 
equivalent of ARB Part 1 may be accessed at: 
http://www.arb.org.uk/architect-information/
applying-for-registration-for-the-first-time/i-hold-

overseas-non-recognised-uk-qualifications/

Portfolio Requirements
Applicants are expected to present a portfolio of 
the final year’s work from their previous degree 
in Architecture, including detail of their ability 
to synthesise conceptual design ideas with 
technological and theoretical knowledge.

Applying
If you have any queries then please contact our 
Admissions Office:

E-mail admissions@rgu.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)1224 262728

If you are an International Student and would like 
further information and application advice:

E-mail: international@rgu.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 (0) 1224 262726

www.rgu.ac.uk/architecturepart2 

http://www.arb.org.uk/architect-information/applying-for-registration-for-the-first-time/i-hold-overseas-non-recognised-uk-qualifications/
http://www.arb.org.uk/architect-information/applying-for-registration-for-the-first-time/i-hold-overseas-non-recognised-uk-qualifications/
http://www.arb.org.uk/architect-information/applying-for-registration-for-the-first-time/i-hold-overseas-non-recognised-uk-qualifications/
mailto:admissions@rgu.ac.uk
mailto:international@rgu.ac.uk
http://www.rgu.ac.uk/architecturepart2
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The MSc Advanced Architectural Design course 
has been designed specifically to prepare 
professionals for work in the global field of 
architecture, equipping you with skills and 
knowledge that enable you to develop innovative 
yet contextually appropriate solutions to 
challenges of major consequence and complexity. 
It prepares graduates and practitioners to become 
leaders and innovators in contemporary practice - 
through strategic design and application.

The MSc Advanced Architectural Design course 
offers:

•  A distinctive research-led Masters award   
offered full-time over a 1 year period;

•  A unique architecture curriculum that 
addresses strategic issues of low carbon 
design, computational design and data, 
the resilient city, and contemporary project 
management;

•  The opportunity for in-depth study into a 
complex problem or challenge of your choice, 
and meaningful to your own culture and 
context, and to develop a design proposition 
in response.

Considered at a global scale, the bulk of future 
architectural production in the 21st century will 
focus on developing and emerging economies, 
through their commercial, societal, and 
infrastructural development. With the majority of 
the global population living in urban areas, and at 
a time when the responsible use of the planet’s 
resources is critical to human sustainability, the 
manner in which such development takes place 
is critically important. The future powerhouse of 
global economic production, and hence of urban 
development, lies within Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America, as well as established Western countries. 
This geographic spread represents a huge 
diversity of conditions that facilitate development, 
whether in terms of resources, economics, social 
constructs, political systems, or technological 
contexts.

MSc Advanced Architectural Design

Major current and future architecture challenges 
that the course addresses include:

•  Automation and the rise of autonomous digital 
technologies such as blockchain and A.I.

•  Affordable Urban housing on a global scale.

•  Sustainable infrastructure (including 
transport, energy and water provision, waste 
management, sustainable food production)

•  Urban transport and reduction of pollution

•  Enabling processes (including sustainable, 
socially responsible, ethical practices)

This course has been developed specifically to 
examine the phenomenon of architectural and 
urban development in this context, embracing 
innovation through design as well as innovative 
processes by which the contemporary city and its 
component parts may be conceived and realised.

Within the context of global architectural practice, 
the course is committed to the development of 
international perspectives both in terms of the 
curriculum and research-based elements, and in 
the process of learning itself. It has been designed 
as an interactive learning process that encourages 
and enables the sharing of international and 
cultural experiences in order to deepen and enrich 
understanding, and to equip you to respond 
appropriately to different design contexts.

Course Leader Blog:  
www.rgu.ac.uk/beyond-flying-cars

“During my course I worked on two 
research-based design projects, that 
exposed me to future-bound design 
techniques on parametric design and the 
use of drones in Architecture. The support 
and guidance of the teaching staff helped 
me excel, to the point where my dissertation 
has been presented at an international 
conference and accepted to be published in 
the Open House Journal, all under the age of 
25. The most important thing I have learned 
in the MSc AAD is how to plan ahead on 
my design process so that I am effective in 
problem solving and productive. Overall, 
RGU and Advance Architectural Design gave 
me a unique opportunity to improve my CV 
and experiences.”

Erfan Zamanigoldeh, Graduate MSc Advanced 
Architectural Design, 2020
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Facilities and Support
You will receive a dedicated studio work space 
that you can make your ‘home’. Learning is mostly 
project-based based, and your work space acts 
as a place to individually draw and model ideas 
within the overall setting of the design studio. 
Our studios are informal, flexible, and social 
learning environments that encourage creativity, 
discussion, and collaboration.

You are supported by academic, technical, 
and administrative support throughout your 
studies, and the School prides itself on the 
close relationship that our environment fosters 
between students and staff. This level of support 
is routinely cited by our students as being a key 

benefit throughout their studies. 

Prospects
Graduates will be eligible to work within 
architectural practice in many countries around 
the world, and will have the skills and expertise 
to contribute positively to creating innovative 
solutions that address contemporary social and 
global challenges. You will possess valuable 
insight into how emerging technologies may be 
best harnessed to tackle complex scenarios, and 
to how you may support problem-solving and 

design-led innovation.

Entry Requirements
Applicants normally hold a 2:2 undergraduate 
honours degree or its equivalent, in one of 
the following subject areas: Architecture, 
Architectural Design, Architectural Technology, 
Design Management, Sustainable Building Design, 
or Urban Design / Planning.

Applicants with a lower degree classification and / 
or relevant work experience will be considered on 

a case-by-case basis.

Recognition of Prior Learning

www.rgu.ac.uk/academic-regulations  

 
 

Applying
If you have any queries then please contact our 
Admissions Office:

E-mail admissions@rgu.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)1224 262728

If you are an International Student and would like 
further information and application advice:

E-mail: international@rgu.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 (0) 1224 262726

www.rgu.ac.uk/architectural-design-
innovation 
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http://www.rgu.ac.uk/academic-regulations
mailto:admissions@rgu.ac.uk
mailto:international@rgu.ac.uk
http://www.rgu.ac.uk/architectural-design-innovation
http://www.rgu.ac.uk/architectural-design-innovation
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The Queensferry Crossing  
under construction
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The MSc Construction Project Management 
course enables you to develop high level 
professional skills that will distinguish you in 
the highly competitive jobs market. As projects 
have become more complex, legislation more 
prescriptive, and the need to deliver projects 
to client requirements ever more stringent, so 
the need for specialists to manage the process 
efficiently has increased.

Additionally, the imperative for our buildings and 
cities to be designed sustainably to meet net-zero 
carbon targets and beyond, imposes an ever-
increasing demand for expertise and the ability to 
apply it in practical contexts.

This course has been designed to create a clear 
pathway for graduates who want to enhance 
their skills before starting out on their career, or 
for experienced practitioners who now want to 
achieve academic recognition for the role they 
play in creating a better environment for all.

The MSc Construction Project Management offers:

 •  Flexibility of study mode, incorporating   
  full-time on campus study or part time   
  online learning;

 •  Industry-led curriculum content to ensure  
  contemporary relevance within   
  the workplace;

 •  The opportunity for career advancement  
  by learning from others and developing  
  skills and expertise from staff and peers.

Construction project management essentially 
involves communication, problem solving and 
team building. The Construction Project Manager 
brings all the players together at the appropriate 
time, with the appropriate input to ensure that 
projects are constructed safely to meet the client’s 
requirements in terms of budget, time and quality. 
This demands the need for professional logistical, 
planning and co-ordination skills, amongst others.

The need for Construction Project Managers 
across the globe is evidenced by the diverse, 
multi-national cohorts studying on the course 

MSc Construction Project Management
at the Scott Sutherland School in Aberdeen, 
many of whom are studying while working in the 
industry. These professionals are all committed to 
the principles of lifelong learning, and to keeping 
informed of the latest developments in technology 
and management principles and their application 
within the construction industry. Through its 
diversity and experience, the cohort provides a 
rich subject specific setting in which to learn.

Our MSc Construction Project Management 
course responds to the need for efficient and 
effective project management skills by developing 
at Masters level the managerial, technical, and 
interpersonal skills necessary for the management 
of complex construction projects that are 
sustainable.

The course provides a professional experience 
that equips you to meet the challenges of today’s 
complex technologies, working relationships, 
and risks. It provides you with opportunities to 
pursue your personal objectives in the areas of 
management, procurement and construction law, 
accounting management and consultancy, as well 
as research in the architecture, engineering and 
construction sectors.

The course enables architects, engineers and 
construction and property professionals to 
perform at the highest level in order to deliver 
client expectations using the most advanced tools. 
It provides a rigorous learning experience that will 
equip you with the skills to meet the challenges 
of pursuing, with professionalism, flexibility and 
resourcefulness, their personal objectives in the 
following areas:

 •  Management of complex design processes  
  from concept design through to detail   
  design,procurement, construction,   
  and on to post-completion maintenance  
  and decommissioning;

 •  Collaborative design through Building   
  Information Systems (BIM) to enhance   
  communication between professionals to  
  minimise design errors, time, and cost,   
  this control eventually delivering overall  
  client satisfaction;
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 •  Consultancy and research in the   
  Architecture Engineering and Construction  
  (AEC) sector.
The course can be completed by full-time, part-
time, or on a CPD basis using both face-to-face or 
exclusively online learning modes.

The course involves the study of nine modules. 
Successful completion of 60 credits leads to a 
Pg Certificate; those who complete all 8 taught 
modules will be eligible for a Pg Diploma, or 
continue to complete a dissertation for the MSc 
stage.

Facilities and Support
Campus-based Construction Project Management 
students enjoy the facilities of a dedicated 
Postgraduate room. In addition, a state-of-the art 
computer lab with specialist software including 
Building Information Modelling (BIM) and 
bespoke printing facilities are also provided. 

In addition to classroom based lectures and 
workshops, you also have the opportunity to 
take part in organised visits to construction sites, 
attend lunch time CPD sessions, and be informed 
of the latest cutting edge research conducted at 
the School and the University. 

For details of the online learning experience, see 
page 77. 

Professional Accreditation
MSc Construction Project Management is 
accredited by the Royal Institute for Chartered 
Surveyors (RICS), and the Chartered Institute of 
Building (CIOB).

Career Opportunities
When you graduate from the course you will 
possess a highly respected and professional 
qualification which is recognised throughout 
the world. Graduate salaries in this sector are 
extremely attractive and benefits packages vary 
significantly between employers. You can choose 
to work in a number of related fields including the 
Built Environment, Civil Engineering as well as 
Heavy Engineering, Offshore and Petrochemical 
industries. Employment prospects, nationally and 
internationally, are currently excellent.

Entry Requirements
The normal entry requirement for the MSc courses 
will be an Honours Degree of any approved 
Institution of Higher Education, or a Postgraduate 
Diploma of any approved Institution of Higher 
Education in an appropriate discipline, or any 
other qualification deemed by the Academic 
Council to be acceptable.

Candidates with appropriate work / professional 
qualifications may be deemed to satisfy the entry 
requirements for entry to a particular programme 
of study. For international students, 6.5 IELTS or 
its equivalent in TOEFL is required. 

Full corporate professional membership of a 
professional body, such as CIAT, RIBA, RICS, 
would also be considered as complying with the 
entry requirements to the course.

Recognition Of Prior Learning
www.rgu.ac.uk/academic-regulations 

 
Applying
If you have any queries then please contact our 
Admissions Office:

E-mail: admissions@rgu.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)1224 262728

The School offers the following short courses:

• Building Information Modelling Management

www.rgu.ac.uk/cpm
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Student‘s Experience

“RGU has ultra-modern facilities to 
complement student learning. I think 
it is worthwhile being at RGU for my 
career progression and employability 
because the course offered gives the 
opportunity to practise and develop 
the professional skill that is sought 
after as a practising construction 
project manager.”

Mercy Ogunnusi, MSc Construction Project 
Management Graduate  

“I have received a valuable set of 
knowledge and practical skills which 
is very important in modern business 
practices. I would advise this program 
to everyone who would like to develop 
their professional expertise.”

Kristina Zhezher, MSc Construction Project 
Management Graduate, now a Project Co-
ordinator / Manager, Ghelamco, Brussels

http://www.rgu.ac.uk/academic-regulations
mailto:admissions@rgu.ac.uk
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3D laser scan of Part of 
Aberdeen City centre
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• Project Planning & Control

• Sustainable Development

• Building Information Modeling 
 
Building Information Modelling (BIM) has 
emerged in recent years as a route through which 
the construction industry can aim to improve 
efficiency, communication, team working and 
collaboration. Although many of these themes 
have been widely discussed and debated 
throughout the industry for many years, it has 
more recently become technically possible to 
support ‘information rich’ digital models of 
buildings and structures. This approach to digital 
design means the whole design team, including 
the client and the contractor, are able to share 
information and collaborate to produce buildings 
which better meet the needs of any given project.

The Scott Sutherland School’s short courses in this  
area offer: 

 •  Ability to study a module(s) in online   
  mode in specific areas that enable you to  
  upskill through online learning; 

 •  Course content that directly addresses   
  current industry needs and predicted skills  
  requirements; 

 •  Learning for graduates or mid-career   
  professionals seeking to augment their   
  skills; 

 •  Develops skills and expertise that enables  
  businesses to address the increasing  
  expectations of legislation, nationally and  
  internationally.

Within the Scott Sutherland School, we have a 
long track record of undertaking applied research 
which touches upon these issues. This has 

Short Courses Portfolio: RGU Professional 
Study Framework

included work dealing with the use of computer-
based visualisation to communication design ideas 
within groups, and research concerning the ways 
in which computers can be used to foster better 
collaboration between the various disciplines. 

We have studied the longer-term maintenance and 
running costs associated with buildings (life cycle 
costs), and a desire to consider these long-term 
costs at the earliest design stages is now finding a 
place within the BIM agenda.

Offered through the RGU Professional Studies 
Framework, our short courses dealing with 
Building Information Modelling and Management 
are available online.

Framework Description
The RGU Professional Studies Framework has 
been developed to enable you to respond to the 
demands of a rapidly changing industry. Those 
changes are being driven by government strategy, 
the demands of building information modelling 
(BIM) and the widespread use of architectural 
visualisation techniques. Moreover, the effective 
management of complex data sets to achieve 
quality, efficiency, and effectiveness of the design 
and delivery process, is regarded as being central 
to the BIM agenda.

The range of modules offered will allow you to 
develop a deep understanding of visualisation 
techniques, their implications for design, 
construction and collaboration, and the ways in 
which they will affect your discipline area and 
working practice in the future. 

Building on our expertise in a range of 
visualisation fields, the course contains modules 
dealing specifically with building information 
modelling, design visualisation, urban 
visualisation, virtual collaboration and information 
visualisation, and data management. The course 
culminates in a student-led dissertation or 

advanced visualisation project. 
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Each module contains a practical introduction 
to key software and techniques, although it 
should be stressed that the course emphasis is on 
application and critical evaluation, rather than on 
software training.

Our supported distance learning mode of delivery 
allows you to study online from any location and is 
designed to fit in around your work commitments. 
You will be taught and supported by experienced 
industry professionals who will recreate the same 
challenging interactive format of the on-campus 
courses for those studying at a distance.

 

Professional Accreditation
The Building information Modelling studies 
framework and Masters is accredited by the 
Chartered Institute of Architectural Technologists 
(CIAT).

Entry Requirements
We welcome applicants holding an honours 
degree in architecture, architectural technology, 
surveying, engineering, planning or any associated 
discipline. The course will also be of interest to 
graduates from a design background, including 
interior design and product design.

Applicants who comply with any of the following 
criteria should apply: 

 • A good Honours degree in any discipline  
  from a recognised university; 

 • Applicants who do not hold an Honours  
  degree but who have relevant industry   
  experience over a reasonable time period  
  will be considered.

Details of RGU’s Recognition Of Prior Learning 
policy may be accessed at:
www.rgu.ac.uk/academic-regulations 

 
International Applicants
For international students 6.5 IELTS or its 
equivalent in TOEFL is required.

Applying 
If you have any queries then please contact our 
Admissions Office:

E-mail admissions@rgu.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)1224 262728

If you are an International Student and would like 
further information and application advice:

E-mail: international@rgu.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 (0) 1224 262726

www.rgu.ac.uk/bimm 
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Prospects

Within the UK, both the RIBA and the RICS have 
made significant efforts to lead discussion and 
debate regarding how visualisation and BIM will 
revolutionise the undertaking of architectural 
projects in the coming years.

The course will represent a valuable addition to 
the useful and applicable skills and knowledge 
of graduates.

Staff Profile
Dr Huda Salman PhD, Research 
Degrees coordinator

Huda teaches across the School, but specialises in 
the areas of Architectural Technology and Building 
Information Modelling. Her research interests are 
mainly focused on Computer Aided Design (CAD) 
and Information Technology (IT) in the conceptual 
phase of design, and in construction processes.

http://www.rgu.ac.uk/academic-regulations
mailto:admissions@rgu.ac.uk
mailto:international@rgu.ac.uk
http://www.rgu.ac.uk/bimm


46 4746 47

Research and the creation of new knowledge 
is of central importance to our School, as is its 
commitment to ‘applied’ research, i.e. research 
that has an immediate practical value and 
application to our professions and industry.

The approach to the School’s research is 
innovative, transferable and problem-focused, 
involving the search for solutions to real design, 
social, economic and technical problems defined 
by industry and government agencies. Our 
research focus is oriented towards real-world 
outcomes, and is structured according to three 
broad themes; Digital Design and Communities; 
Housing and Place Making; and Projects, 
Processes, and Performance.

Our work engages in teaching, research 
and commercial activity within project and 
construction management, asset and facilities 
management, collaborations management, 
research on BIM and its impact on the relevant 
industries, together with process optimisation 
and innovative cost control methodologies. 
This involves teaching in undergraduate and 
postgraduate levels, corporate training, facilitation 
events, CPD provision, and studies towards PhDs.

RESEARCH
The presence of a vibrant research community is 
important for a number of reasons, including:
 • The development of new thinking by our 
   staff community being actively engaged in  
  addressing contemporary practice and   
  industry challenges
 • The linkage of research to our teaching,   
  which maintains a freshness across the   
  curriculum, and a relevance to the   
  professional world that our graduates enter
 • The provision of opportunity for our   
  students to become involved 
 • To feed our vibrant and growing cohort of  
  PhD students

Research Output and Quality
The research of the School seeks to challenge 
thinking and develop knowledge of relevance to 
Architecture and the Built Environment, and to 
our changing world.

The output of the School is published in a wide 
variety of academic and professional journals

The outcomes of the Research Excellence 
Framework for the School identified that a high 
percentage of its research output was recognized 
as being either world-leading or of international 
significance. Importantly, much of it is also 
demonstrably impactful to industry and hence of 
inherent value beyond academia.

Low energy housing Fraserburgh Scotland 
by professor Gokay Deveci
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PhD Study
Through its Graduate School, Robert Gordon 
University offers a number of research degrees 
including PhD, MPhil, and MSc by Research.

Doctoral level study is typically a three-year 
inquiry (if undertaken on a full-time basis), which 
is led by the research student and supported by 
an appropriate supervisory team. 

In a world where specialism is increasing in 
most professional domains, a doctorate offers 
opportunity to develop a substantial depth of 
expertise. It also opens up career pathways into 
academia. If you are interested in undertaking a 
research degree with the School, we are always 
interested to hear from you and to begin a 
dialogue exploring your interests as well as the 
opportunities that we can offer.

All doctoral research is outwardly focused and 
applied to real life issues. Much of the research 
is co-created with external partners including the 
construction industry and its related professions.

Further information on the University’s Graduate 
School may be accessed at:  

www.rgu.ac.uk/research/graduate-school 

Additionally, information relating to application 
may be accessed at:
www.rgu.ac.uk/research/graduate-school/

apply-for-a-research-degree 

Current Research Degrees 
(in progress) include:
AFUA AGBETI, J. Conservation of Sakumo Ramsar 
site (inland wetlands), towards a sustainable urban 
environment, Tema, Ghana

DEON, N. How Sustainable Development and 
Green Building Practices: Can Grow The Green 
Economy In The Caribbean Region

DUKU, J. The dynamic of STEEP risks and impact 
on project performance in the total lifecycles of 
megaproject’

GYASI-ADDO, J. Evaluation of the combined 
impact of urban heat island & solar heat gain on 
glazed multi-storey buildings in Accra

HOOD, C. An investigation into the role and 
influence of governance and regulation on 
sustainable urban mobility transport projects at 
local government level in Scotland: a case study of 
Civitas Portis

MUTURI, S. Public Private Partnership and 
UNCITRAL model Law: Do relations matter?

VALERIAN, M. Towards the effectiveness of 
organisation culture and employee engagement: 
performance and organisational communication as 
a mediator

WILSON, C. Once the curtain goes up – An 
evaluation of the challenges faced in securing a 
viable use for Victorian music halls and theatres.

KAMERA, E., When the shack became a home: 
the conceptualisation of informal housing in Kya 
Sands, South Africa.

CHAWLA, V., Efficient Water Management for 
Sustainable Buildings.

OGUNNUSI, M., Green BIM in Procurement of 
Sustainable Infrastructure in Nigeria.

UCHEHARA, I., Investigating challenges of 
highway construction sustainability in Nigeria; a 
need to develop.
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SHAFQAT, M., Universal sustainability assessment 
model.

OKUM, A., Low energy domestic buildings: the 
impact of mechanical.

ATOLAGBE, M., Digitalisation of Supply Chains 
and Supply Chain Management in the emerging 
Renewable Energy Sector.

AWWAL, T., The resultant effect of digital twins 
on public asset management in the UK.

MTIZ, E., Enhancing community engagement 
in the development and implementation of 
renewable energy.

ZAMANIGOLDEH, E., A distributed system 
for automating low- carbon emission housing 
construction using unmanned aerial vehicle.

Recent Research Degrees 
include:

UGALDE, I. 2020. Children’s acting senses in 
place making. Robert Gordon University, PhD 
thesis.

HAMMA-ADAMA, M. 2020. Framework for macro 
building information modelling (BIM) adoption in 
Nigeria. Robert Gordon University, PhD thesis.

FARDOUS, I.S. 2019. Adaptation of an 
architectonic tradition for a sustainable future in 
the Middle East: a case study of three building 
typologies in Riyadh City. Robert Gordon 
University, PhD thesis.

ALJOHANI, A. 2019. Cost overrun causality 
model in Saudi Arabian public sector construction 
projects. Robert Gordon University, PhD thesis

ZECCA, C. 2019. Challenges and opportunities 
in the reuse of abandoned urban space. Robert 
Gordon University, PhD thesis.

LEWIS, P. 2019. The impact of ecological thought 
on architectural theory. Robert Gordon University 
[online], PhD thesis.

MIGUEL, M.A.G. 2019. Explorations on an urban 
interventions management system: a reflection 
on how to deal with urban complex systems 
and deliver dynamic change. Robert Gordon 
University [online], PhD thesis

PANERU, S. 2019. Appraisal of energy efficiency 
retrofit: government incentives and social housing 
organizations’ perspective. Robert Gordon 
University [online], PhD thesis

Facilities
The Scott Sutherlands School has a dedicated 
space for its research students, which provides a 
personal workspace and facilitates interaction and 
sharing of practice between students. 

Contact Details
Research Degrees Co-ordinator: Dr Huda Salman
e-mail: h.salman@rgu.ac.uk

telephone: +44 (0) 1224 263543

 

https://www.rgu.ac.uk/research/graduate-school
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/research/graduate-school/apply-for-a-research-degree
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/research/graduate-school/apply-for-a-research-degree
mailto:h.salman@rgu.ac.uk
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Areas of Research Expertise
Oriented to industry challenges, the School’s 
expertise is grouped into the 3 broad themes 
listed below. Each of these applies to the teaching, 
research and commercial activities of the School, 
and represents an area where a particular depth of 
expertise exists and where we have a track record 
of innovative outputs.

Digital Design and 
Communities 
Our work engages in teaching, research and 
commercial activity that utilises state-of-the-art 
technology, and represents the cutting edge of 
practice. We have expertise in digital modelling, 
design development, professional collaboration, 
and public participation. Our industry is being 
transformed by the use of digital tools and 
techniques, and this is reflected in the activities of 
the School’s staff and students.

We undertake a wide range of activities 
concerning digitisation of our constituent 
professions and industries, and the manner in 
which digital tools can aid collaboration and 
participation. 

Recent research activity includes work funded 
by the European Union (Horizon 2020), Scottish 
Local Authorities, Research Councils UK and 
Scottish strategic authorities.

ENGAGEMENT WITH INDUSTRY

Consistent with the University’s strength in industry 
engagement, the Scott Sutherland School maintains 
close links with private sector industry, public 
sector agencies, and the professions allied to design 
and construction. Many of these relationships have 
developed over years or decades, and manifest 
themselves in different ways.

Our focus is on applied research and development 
to support the industry locally and further afield. 
Our orientation is therefore to listen to industry 
and through continued dialogue, establish the 
problems that require innovative solutions. 

Industry interaction covers a broad spectrum 
of activity, from participation in University 
steering and advisory groups, to contributions 
to curriculum delivery, the commissioning 
of bespoke learning packages for staff, or 
collaboration on applied research projects aimed 
at finding solutions to challenges brought to us by 
industry. 

Our work in regularly presented in both local 
and international events, conferences and public 
forums and we have strong links with industry, 
government, and professional bodies. We regard 
the academia - industry – government ‘triangle’ to 
be extremely valuable, as it serves to ensure that 
our work aligns closely with emerging industry 
and developing political agenda.

RGU hosted industry 
& RICS event
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for industry 
connections 
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Case Study 1: Digital Model 
of City Centre for Aberdeen 
City Council

The Challenge
To develop a 3D digital visualisation of Aberdeen 
City Centre that the City Council could pilot as a 
tool for use within the planning process, and to 
aid public understanding of the developing urban 
environment.

The Solution
A digital model of central Aberdeen based on 
digitally scanned information and point-cloud 
technologies, accurate to 3mm within 20m. 

The Benefits
With information capable of being layered, the 
model offered the opportunity to be used flexibly 
with different levels of detail. The flexible format 
also offered potential for visualisation to be 
interactive.
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Case Study 2: Knowledge 
Transfer Partnership (KTP) 
with Return to Scene Ltd 

The Challenge
The shifting horizons in construction, 
infrastructure and energy industries are bringing 
forward a demand for more efficient and effective 
collaborations for ensuring the success of 
projects. 

The Solution
A Knowledge Transfer Project aims to develop 
a state-of-the-art ‘Digital Twin’ technological 
product applicable to the construction and 
infrastructure industries.

The Benefits 
Our collaboration with Return to Scene is building 
on our interdisciplinary expertise on project and 
collaboration management utilising high-end 
technological solutions in order to deliver added 

value for the company.
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Environmental and social innovation is at the 
core of our strategic design research vision and 
for many years has been at the heart of our 
interests. Our inter-disciplinary approach sets our 
work apart, involving end users in the research 
process, and measuring research outcomes by the 
visible impact it is having on the communities and 
industries we seek to help. 

Our applied research focus is oriented towards 
real-world outcomes, involving aspects 
of regional development, environmental 
performance issues associated with housing 
quality, health care and well-being in rural and 
regional communities. All of our research has the 
purpose of providing solutions to challenges and 
identifying new opportunities for advancement in 
our regions and beyond. 

Housing and Place Making 

The School’s work in this area has been widely 
disseminated to government departments and 
private sector organisations, and the work has 
become an international reference point for many 

working within the field of housing design.
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Case Study 1: Towards the 
PassivHaus, for Dandara Ltd.

The Challenge
To improve the energy performance and carbon 
‘footprint’ of volume-built housing designs.

The Solution
Funded by the Construction Scotland Innovation 
Centre (CSIC), which promotes the Scottish 
Government’s strategic ambition for all new 
buildings to meet Zero Carbon standards, the 
School worked in partnership with Dandara 
Ltd, adapting their basic housing design and 
construction standards to certified German 
‘Passivhaus’ energy standards.

The Benefits
Through a focus on barriers to the adoption of 
low-carbon construction standards within the 
mass-house building industry (including issues of 
capital cost, skill shortages, valuation, supply chain 
and changing user behaviour),  this project helped 
to contribute towards and shape the company’s 
business model through quantifiable benefits to the 

company, its customers, and the public. 

57

Case Study 2:  
The ‘Integra’ House

The Challenge
To achieve an affordable, high quality housing 
model for rural location in Scotland through 
the application of design economy, low-energy 
consumption, and buildability.

The Solution
Funded by the Construction Scotland Innovation 
Centre, a prototype house was developed and 
subjected to environmental testing and data 
gathering at the Hamilton facility of Construction 
Scotland Innovation Centre (CSIC). Testing 
and analysis included the assessment of the 
performance of breathable insulation.

The Benefits
The ‘Integra House’ project has been undertaken 
in collaboration with a timber panel and roof truss 
manufacturer and an insulation company, and 
responds to governmental concerns regarding the 
future national provision of an energy efficient, 
sustainable, high quality, and affordable housing 
stock in rural Scotland. The design enables a 
reduction in site operations while simplifying the 
processes involved, as well as targeting ease of 
construction in remote rural locations using local 

labour or self-build opportunities. 
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Case Study 1: Construction 
Project Management training 
for Saipem ENI, Paris

The Challenge
To develop and broaden the practical knowledge 
and skills of 15 Contract Administrators at Saipem 
SA, to ensure effective control of commercial 
contracts from initial procurement to project 
completion.

The Solution
A bespoke blended programme that included 
classroom-based workshops supported by online 
learning materials.  This was delivered through an 
intensive 6 day workshop, in which learning from 
each ‘module’ was presented in the context of the 
workplace. Specific ‘action’ learning sessions were 
included to explore current ‘hot’ company issues, 
and to help embed behavioural change within the 
organisation. 

The Benefits
The programme exposed the candidates to real-
life contractual scenarios and how to manage them 
to successful completion with reduced conflict 

and contractual claims. 

Projects, Processes, and Performance 

Case Study 2: Construction 
Project Management training 
for Aberdeenshire Council

The Challenge
To upskill the professional team in the Property 
and Facilities Management group within 
Infrastructure Services at Aberdeenshire Council 
(AC) in terms of their understanding and 
management of projects and contractual claims 
emanating from contractors. This applied to both 
Framework and non–Framework related projects, 
during and post the construction phase. 

The Solution
Provision of bespoke training to support the group 
in verifying robustness in project management 
and cost control with regard to contract and 
claims management. Over three consecutive 
weeks, training was delivered to two separate 
groups of 15 from mixed professional background 
(Architects, Quantity Surveyors and Building 
Surveyors). 

The Benefits
The strategic aim of the training was to achieve 
best value and increase the effectiveness of 
the built environment professionals within 
Aberdeenshire Council in designing and managing 
construction works.
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Resources
The Scott Sutherland School has collaborative 
links with other relevant disciplines, including the 
School of Computing and Digital Media, School 
of Engineering, Aberdeen Business School and 
Gray’s School of Art. We also have links with the 
RGU Energy Transition Institute, thus providing 
a wider knowledge base for complex problem-
solving. Furthermore, we have access to high-end 
digital tools, from high-definition laser scanning, 
VR and AR equipment, to simulation suites that 

complement our existing in-house capabilities. 

Contact Details
Head of School: Professor David McClean
E-mail: d.mcclean@rgu.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)1224 263700

School Research Lead: Professor Richard Laing
E-mail: r.laing@rgu.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)1224 263716

School Commercial Lead: Dr Bassam Bjeirmi
E-mail: b.bjeirmi@rgu.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)1224 263704

Business Development Manager: Neale Farman
E-mail: n.farman1@rgu.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)1224 262973



Chris Hardie is a Visiting Professor of 
Architecture at RGU. He is currently based 
in Shanghai where he is Principal and Design 
Director at Schmidt Hammer Lassen & Perkins 
and Will.

What are you working on at the moment?
We have a studio of around 100 architects and 
designers in Shanghai, so we are always working 
across a wide range of projects from culture, 
education, commercial, interiors, healthcare 
and urban design. We are currently under 
construction on Shanghai’s new library known 
as Shanghai Library East. When complete it 
will be the largest new library in China. We 
started design in 2016 and it is set to open to 
the public in 2021. Other active projects our 
office is working on include a new Opera House 
in China’s capital Beijing, and the world’s largest 
waste to energy power plant in Shenzhen. We 
recently completed a series of projects in the 
coastal town of Ningbo, including the new city 
Library, and have just begun work on a trio of 
cultural projects for the city of MianYang where 
we are designing a new Civic Center, Library and 
Grand Theatre on the edge of a new city park.

Tell us how your career has developed 
since you graduated?

After graduating I spent a decade working in 
London, before relocating to Shanghai in 2011 
– so half my career has been in the UK and half 
in China.

What took you to Shanghai, and what 
are the key differences in the way that 
architects operate in China?

In around 2008 I joined Danish architects 
Schmidt Hammer Lassen to lead the design 
of projects from their newly founded London 
office. One of the projects that came from 
that time was the Sir Duncan Rice Library at 
Aberdeen University. Following this we were 
commissioned to design the new Central 
Library in Halifax, the capital city of Nova 
Scotia, Canada – and I spend two years flying 
back and forth overseeing the design of that 
project. In the meantime, we were increasingly 
being approached for project opportunities in 
China, so I began flying there more often in 
between my time in London and Canada. We 
had a number of opportunities in China but 
instinctively we felt that if we were to do work 
of any meaning and quality, we needed to be 
closer to the projects and clients. So in 2011, we 
decided to found an office in Shanghai.

We started with only 2 staff, and 9 years 
later we are nearly 100. Regarding the key 
differences in the way architects operate here, 
there are certainly a few key differences that are 
universal across sectors, not just architecture. 
Firstly, there is the speed/time challenge. China 
is developing at such a fast rate that you need to 
be prepared for a constantly shifting schedule. 
The second is culture. China has a very specific 
culture and way of doing things and you have 
to respect this if you want to work here. It is 
not really appropriate to impose a western 
mentality to running projects here. A Danish 
journalist who had worked in China for many 
years once said to me “In China you don’t solve 
problems, you dissolve them” referring to the 
very respectful way that issues are discussed 
and dealt with in China.

How have you developed the business over 
there?

We have built our business up here in very much 
the same way you would in other parts of the 
world. That being that we work hard to make 
sure clients are aware of our work and what 
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Alumnus Interview
we stand for. We ensure each project within 
the office is treated with the same energy as 
the others – and we only take on work with the 
intention of it being a world class project. That 
way we can safeguard our reputation that in turn 
continues to bring us in contact with new clients.

What are the main opportunities and 
challenges?
The main opportunities are focused around 
China being one of the fastest growing 
economies in the world today, and if predictions 
are correct will become the largest. This 
naturally opens up more varied opportunities 
than working in Europe for example. In terms of 
challenges it really revolves around managing 
the time challenges with the cultural nuances of 
doing business in China – it becomes incredibly 
important to build our studio with the right 
people that thrive in these situations.

Having been based in Shanghai for many 
years, are there things that your upbringing 
in NE Scotland / your time at RGU taught you 
that are still relevant to life and work now?

Growing up in NE Scotland, I was surrounded by 
countryside and agricultural buildings. In many 
ways this made me realize that architecture does 
not have to be extravagant to be beautiful and 
simple forms made from honest materials can have 
lasting beauty. My time at Scott Sutherland also 
formed my interest in the craft of architecture – 
the importance of understanding how something 
goes together, how a detail can be simplified to its 
essence. My education there has made me a very 
direct person I think also – it gave me the skill of 
critical thought, and I have to thank my teachers 
for that.

Interviewed by Chris Duguid
RGU Alumni Relations



Aberdeen:
Our City 
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Aberdeen
The relationship of a School of Architecture and 
Built Environment to its immediate context is 
always important, and no more so than in the 
case of the Scott Sutherland School.

Aberdeen’s Architecture
Aberdeen represents a unique architectural 
setting. Known as the ‘granite city’, it boasts 
some spectacular 19th century architecture 
made all the more dramatic by the fact that 
it is built from a single material. The history 
of Aberdeen’s development extends back to 
early Medieval times, and its evolution over 
time is still legible in a number of areas. The 
city also possesses a number of high quality 
contemporary buildings.

A number of major contemporary buildings 
exist in the city, including the Library for 
the University of Aberdeen, designed by 
Schmidt Hammer Lasson. More recently, the 
transformation and extension of Aberdeen Art 
Gallery by Hoskins Architects has been hailed 
across the industry as being an exemplar of high 
quality contemporary design and was a recipient 
of Museum of the Year 2020.

Aberdeen is a city that we can learn from, 
but also serves as a valuable ‘laboratory’ for 
the exploration and development of ideas. 
Importantly, we share our ideas with the 
public, with local government, and with other 
organisations. In this respect the School has a 
position of influence within its community. 

Aberdeen: a University City
As well as RGU, Aberdeen has one of the oldest 
universities in the UK, and one of the largest 
Colleges in Scotland. Some 10% of its population 
consists of students. It is therefore a city for 
whom students are important, and which caters 
well for its young population. 
 

As a ‘university city’ Aberdeen is also a place 
where businesses are accustomed to working 
with students, and to providing learning and 
placement opportunities.

Aberdeen: a Safe City
Aberdeen was recently voted one of the safest 
cities for students to live in while studying at 
university. As you student life incorporates 
a variety of social and leisure experiences 
along with academic study, this safety of the 
environment in which you will be based is 
reassuring and will allow you to settle quickly as 
well as explore the city and beyond.

Aberdeen: a City of Energy and 
Opportunity
In recent decades, as a result of the North 
Sea oil industry, Aberdeen has come to be 
known as the ‘energy capital of Europe’. It is 
therefore a city of extraordinary technological 
innovation, exporting its expertise around 
the world. As the world transitions from 
hydrocarbons to renewables, this expertise is 
being re-purposed in innovative and interesting 
ways. As the renewable energy agenda gathers 
momentum, it is anticipated that this interface 
with developments in design and construction 
as energy conservation and clean energy 
are central concerns of today’s construction 
industry.

Aberdeen’s Region
The rural areas around Aberdeen also provide 
a uniquely diverse range of contexts which 
are relevant to our subjects. These include 
landscape settings, rural settlements, planned 
estates, coastal communities, and agricultural 
communities. No other UK school can boast 
such an extraordinary range of unique and 
beautiful settings, all of which extend the 
‘laboratory’ within which students can work 
(along with other projects located further afield).

MArch Years 5 & 6 -  
Union Street Model
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Aberdeen), the Lemon Tree, and the Music Hall 
provide venues for major musical events. Indeed, 
TECA is one of the largest and newest venues 
in the country. In addition, a number of smaller 
venues also provide lively programmes of cultural 
activity.

Sports enthusiasts are well looked after too. 
RGU has its own Sports Centre on the Garthdee 
Campus which houses a climbing wall, swimming 
pool, gym, and a sports hall for badminton, 
volleyball, and basketball, as well as 5 a-side 
football pitches. It also runs an extensive 
programme of fitness classes. Elsewhere in the 
city you will find a dry ski and snowboard slope, a 
curling rink, ice-skating, golfing and water sports 
facilities, and an Olympic size swimming pool.

RGU has a wide variety of clubs and societies to 
get involved in. Joining a club or society is an ideal 
way to meet new people and develop skills that 
will enhance your CV. Maybe in time you, with 
other like minded students, will want to establish 
your own. If so, you can.

Take a look at these pages to find more details:

www.rgu.ac.uk/student-life

www.rgu.ac.uk/student-life/accommodation

Making your Home in Aberdeen

Clockwise from top left:
- Aberdeen Art Gallery

- Marischal College
- Golden Square

- TECA
- The Castlegate

- The Harbour
- Library

The right course is a major factor when choosing 
your university, but the social scene is just as 
important. This is the place where you will make 
friends and professional contacts that can last for 
the rest of your life.

With approximately 30,000 students in total, and a 
cosmopolitan population through its international 
industrial connections, Aberdeen enjoys a wealth 
of amenities too that make it a rich and engaging 
place in which to study. Aberdeen has a thriving 
nightlife with plenty of bars and clubs close to our 
centrally located student accommodation. For 
example, Belmont Street, just a few minutes walk 
from our student residences, is home to a number 
of cafés, bars, and clubs.

There are a variety of venues within easy walking 
distance of our central accommodation that offer 
great student deals, and many that hold nights and 
events especially for students.

As one of the largest and most multi-cultural 
cities in Scotland, it caters for all tastes in culture, 
entertainment, and leisure. There are many 
cultural organisations and venues, including a 
number of multi-screen cinemas as well as an 
independent ‘art-house’ facility. His Majesty’s 
Theatre stages drama, ballet, opera and musicals, 
while Aberdeen’s TECA (The Event Complex 
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Aberdeen’s Surrounding Area

Living in Aberdeen gives you access to stunning 
landscapes, wildlife, and world class outdoor 
pursuits. Royal Deeside, the Cairngorms 
National Park, and a stunning coastline are all on 
our doorstep. Skiing, sailing, windsurfing, hill 
walking, climbing, canoeing, gliding, and many 
other outdoor activities are catered for. 

The countryside is host to both agricultural and 
wildlife activities, with many country estates 

combining rural industry with heritage and 
tourism. This stimulates the local economy  
for visual arts, crafts, fishing, food, and  
outdoor activities.

Whether internationally important nature 
reserves, regional architectural heritage, cultural 
tourism, or world-class mountain and water 
pursuits, Aberdeen and its surrounding areas 
have it all.

Connected Aberdeen

Travel connections in and out of the city are good. 
Local bus services are plentiful, with readily available 
student passes. Fast coach services link Aberdeen 
with other major UK cities, alongside direct rail links 
including a sleeper service to London. 

Aberdeen’s airport provides an extensive network of 
routes throughout the UK. Flights connect Aberdeen 
to Europe and the rest of the world through major 
hubs such as Schiphol (Amsterdam), Charles de 

Gaulle (Paris) and Heathrow (London), all of which 
are between 60 and 90 minutes away. London’s 
Gatwick and Luton airports are also an hour away. 

Aberdeen is also directly connected to Scandinavia 
through cities such as Oslo, Stavanger, Bergen, 
Copenhagen and Esbjerg.

Ferries travel from Aberdeen to Orkney and the 
Shetland Isles. 

Dunnottar Castle, Stonehaven
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Contact Us
Scott Sutherland School of Architecture  
and Built Environment
Robert Gordon University
The Sir Ian Wood Building
Riverside East
Garthdee Road
Aberdeen
AB10 7GJ
UK

 
 
www.rgu.ac.uk/sss
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Like us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/robertgordonuniversity

Follow us on Twitter at  
www.twitter.com/robertgordonuni

Watch us on YouTube  
www.youtube.com/robertgordonuni

DISCLAIMER
This publication is intended as a guide for applicants for courses delivered by 
Robert Gordon University. In compiling it, the University has taken every care to be 
as accurate as possible, and the information in this brochure is correct at the time of 
going to print.To ensure the continued currency of its courses and, where 
appropriate, address the requirements of external advisors and associated 
professional, statutory or regulatory bodies, the University regularly reviews its 
courses, and implements changes to course content and/or structure.The 
University makes reasonable endeavours to inform applicants and students at the 
earliest opportunity of any significant changes to, or suspension/cessation of, a 
course, particularly when this occurs between the offer of admission and 
enrolment. Significant changes may include (but are not limited to) changes to:
•  an existing course title or named exit awards;
•  the course curriculum/modules (e.g. replacement of core and/or optional 
modules);
•  the course structure (e.g. addition of a placement year, changes in clinical hours, 
changes related to professional, statutory or regulatory body accreditation);
•  additions/changes to mode(s) of delivery;
•  methods of assessment;
•  suspension or cessation of a course.
Reasonable efforts will be made to assist applicants find an alternative RGU course 
if the original is no longer suitable.

MODULE LISTING DISCLAIMER
The modules quoted in this description are currently available for study. 
However, as we review the curriculum on a regular basis, the exact selection may 
change over time.

http://www.rgu.ac.uk/icrgu
http://www.ucas.com/apply
http://www.rgu.ac.uk/international
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